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Global Conference on Assistive Devices and Technology 

 

29-30 October 2015 Beijing 

 

The Global Conference on Assistive Devices and Technology was hosted by the China 

Disabled Persons’ Federation, World Health Organisation, International 

Telecommunications Union, and Rehabilitation International.  

It was an integral part of an ASEM (Asia-Europe Meeting) Disability Cooperation Event 

with the theme “Break Barriers for Inclusive Development”.  

The Australian Rehabilitation and Assistive Technology Association (ARATA) and the 

World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT) were invited to attend the 

conference and speak at the Experts Meeting on the WHO’s Global Cooperation on 

Assistive Technology (GATE). 

The conference demonstrated strong international support for the implementation of the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD), as well 

as recommendations from the World Report on Disability, and the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development. 
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Conference summary 

More than 300 participants took part in the Global Conference on Assistive Devices and 

Technology, representing professional groups, disabled persons’ organisations (DPOs), 

AT manufacturers and suppliers, and research and development organisations.  

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang and German Chancellor Angela Merkel opened the event 

and made strong statements in support of Global Cooperation for Assistive Technology 

and affirmed their commitment to make High- and Medium-end assistive technology 

affordable. 

 

              

Chancellor Angela Merkel & Premier Li Keqiang   Emily Steel 

 

China confirmed its support towards international cooperation on assistive technology 

(article 32 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities), with the end goal 

of universal access to high quality affordable assistive technology. China also launched 

a 7-point Beijing Initiative on Promoting the Development of Global Assistive Devices & 

Technology Industry.  

Emily Steel attended as the delegate representing ARATA and WFOT and presented a 

keynote speech, “Promoting and reforming assistive technology provision” in the Session 

on Model Service Provision. Her speech discussed the societal context and political 

action led by people with disability in Australia and resulting legislative and institutional 

reforms to the disability service sector (e.g the NDIS Act 2013). It described collaborative 

advocacy with assistive technology users and inclusive research as strategies for reform.  

 



3 

 

The role of soft technologies (services to support assistive technology selection and 

ongoing use) was highlighted, and the specific role and skillset of occupational therapists 

and assistive technology practitioners in providing soft technologies and training a future 

workforce emphasised.  

Research is required to inform states that have ratified the UN CRPD on priority issues 

for assistive technology provision globally. Recognition of the rights of persons with 

disability and the importance of assistive technology in enabling their inclusion will 

significantly increase demand for products and services, and require efficient 

international supply chains and a skilled workforce.  

 

Emily Steel  Director Rights & Inclusion Australia 

29 November 2015 

 

 

Global AT conference delegates 

 

 


